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THE  AMERICAN  GEOGRAPHICAL  SOCIETY 


IN  1852  a  group  of' farsighted  business  and  professional  men  in  New  York 
Caty,  recognizing  tlieir  growing  need  for  accurate  knowledge  concerning 
various  |)arts  of  the  world,  created  a  central  clearinghouse  of  geogiaphi- 
cal  informalion — the  American  Cieogiaphical  Sf)tiety.  l  lie  ptirpose  of  the 
fotinders  was  to  advance  the  science  of  geography,  Ijy  disctission  and  ptib- 
lication;  to  c'stahlish  in  the  chief  city  of  the  United  States  a  place  where  ac¬ 
curate  information  on  every  part  of  the  globe  could  be  obtained:  and  to  en¬ 
courage  exploration  and  research. 

rite  publications  of  tlte  Society  are  varicxi.  The  (.tt’ograpiiical  Rn'it’w, 
its  long-establishcxi  (|tiarterly,  offers  authoritative  original  article's  on  all  as- 
|>ects  of  the  discipline.  'I'he  monthly  |jeriodical.  Focus,  prc*sents  brief  ti|>-to- 
date  surveys  of  nations,  with  emphasis  on  the  developing  countries  and 
their  economic,  social,  and  political  jiroblems.  SoxiicI  (Icography:  Rei'ieiv 
and  Translation  makes  available  monthly  in  tnglish  important  articles 
from  the  Soviet  profc*ssional  literature.  Btntks  anti  monographs  appear  at 
intersals  in  the  Research,  Special  Publications,  anti  other  seric*s. 

I'he  .S<Kiety’s  library  is  one  of  the  largest  getrgraphical  collections  in  the 
world.  Its  catalogue  is  based  on  a  scheme  of  classification  specially  devised 
for  purposes  of  geogiaphical  research,  and  it  issues  a  monthly  bibliogiaphi- 
cal  peritKiital,  Current  (ieographical  Publications.  I'he  map  collection  is 
preeminent  in  selective  and  comprehensive  world  coverage:  not  oidy  sheet 
maps  but  maps  contained  in  lK>oks  and  peritxlicals  are  entered  in  the  map 
catalogue. 

For  many  years  the  Stjciety  has  promoted  studies  relating  to  (|uestions 
of  wide  ptiblic  interest;  for  example,  pioneer  settlement,  polar  exploration, 
and  conservation  of  resotirces.  (hirrent  research  iticltides  studies  on  per¬ 
ception  of  the  environment  and  on  glacier  llucttiations.  I  he  Serial  Atlas 
of  the  Marine  F.nvironment  and  the  Antaritic  Map  Folio  Series  present  in 
continuing  map  form  rc-sults  of  interdisciplinary  research  in  the  physical 
sciences. 

.Membership  in  the  Society  is  open  to  anyone,  and  comprises  ten  cate¬ 
gories.  Fellows  pay  animal  dues  of  $25.1x1;  Sustaining  Fellows,  annual  dues 
of  >50.1x1;  and  Cx>ntribtiting  Fellows,  annual  cities  of  $ick).ck>.  Idle  Fellows 
contrifjute  S.Htxr;  Patrons,  $i<km>;  and  Benefactors,  $5(mk>.  The  other  clas.ses 
of  membership  are  .Student  -Associates,  wIkj  pay  annual  dues  of  Sio.txt  (and 
whose  student  status  imist  be  attested  by  a  professor);  Subscribing  Fellows 
and  Library  AsscKiates,  who  pay  annual  dues  of  S^o.cxi;  and  Corporation 
Associates,  who  pay  annual  dues  of  S750.CK).  Fellows  and  Assexiates  are  en¬ 
titled  to  the  (ieographical  Rex'iew,  Focus,  and  the  newsletter,  L’bique  (Sub¬ 
scribing  Fellows,  Library  .Assexiates,  and  (>)r|x>rate  .Asscxiatc-s  receive  Cur¬ 
rent  Geographical  Publications  also),  to  the  use  of  the  library  and  map 
ux)m,  and  to  consultation  with  members  of  the  staff.  1  hey  may  ptirchase 
the  Sexiety’s  publications  at  substantial  discounts.  Anyone  interc-sted  in  be¬ 
coming  a  Fellow  or  Assexiate  is  encotiragc*tl  to  write  tcj  the  Sexiety,  Broad¬ 
way  at  156th  Street,  New  York,  N,  Y,  itx)j}2,  for  information.  The  Sexiety  is 
tax-exempt  under  Section  501  (c)(s)of  the  Internal  Revenue  (icxle. 
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